Extract from Gov.uk: “Our Plan to Rebuild”
4. Our roadmap to lift restrictions step-by-step
The Government has a carefully planned timetable for lifting restrictions, with dates
that should help people to plan. This timetable depends on successfully controlling the
spread of the virus; if the evidence shows sufficient progress is not being made in
controlling the virus then the lifting of restrictions may have to be delayed.
We cannot predict with absolute certainty what the impact of lifting restrictions will be.
If, after lifting restrictions, the Government sees a sudden and concerning rise in the
infection rate then it may have to re-impose some restrictions. It will seek to do so in
as limited and targeted a way as possible, including reacting by re-imposing
restrictions in specific geographic areas or in limited sectors where it is proportionate
to do so….
…4.3 Step Three
The next step will also take place when the assessment of risk warrants further
adjustments to the remaining measures. The Government’s current planning
assumption is that this step will be no earlier than 4 July, subject to the five tests
justifying some or all of the measures below, and further detailed scientific advice,
provided closer to the time, on how far we can go.
The ambition at this step is to open at least some of the remaining businesses and
premises that have been required to close, including personal care (such as
hairdressers and beauty salons) hospitality (such as food service providers, pubs and
accommodation), public places (such as places of worship) and leisure facilities
(like cinemas). They should also meet the COVID-19 Secure guidelines. Some venues
which are, by design, crowded and where it may prove difficult to enact distancing may
still not be able to re-open safely at this point, or may be able to open safely only in
part. Nevertheless the Government will wish to open as many businesses and public
places as the data and information at the time allows.
In order to facilitate the fastest possible re-opening of these types of higher-risk
businesses and public places, the Government will carefully phase and pilot reopenings to test their ability to adopt the new COVID-19 Secure guidelines. The
Government will also monitor carefully the effects of re-opening other similar
establishments elsewhere in the world, as this happens. The Government will
establish a series of taskforces to work closely with stakeholders in these sectors to
develop ways in which they can make these businesses and public places COVID-19
Secure.
The full Roadmap can be read here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governmentscovid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19recovery-strategy

Initial Response from
the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales
Press Release 11th May 2020

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has responded to the
government’s document released today, 11 May, titled ‘Our plan to rebuild: The UK
Government’s COVID-19 recovery strategy’.
Statement
The timing and the manner of the opening of churches touches profound sensitivities
and spiritual needs. The Government’s document and statements fail to recognise this.
The Government’s position, established today, includes these steps aimed at opening
churches as soon as possible: the establishment of a task force for places of worship,
to work closely with ‘stakeholders’ in ensuring that premises are COVID-19 secure;
and heeding the experience of other countries in which churches are already open for
worship.
In dialogue with the Government, the Catholic Church will continue its engagement in
this process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in full accordance with public
health guidelines, for churches to be opened for private prayer.
The Church is ready to play its full part in the task force, understanding that this
includes the possible earlier use of churches for private prayer, as a first safe step
towards their use for public worship.

